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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


There are miracles in the slums—as well as crime, delinquency 
and alcoholism. Philadelphia’s crowded tenement areas have witnessed 
a miracle in the transformation of old, shabby, tenement-ridden houses 


into attractive modern homes. 


Most people think that, when a neighborhood gets sick, it never 


recovers. 


But a group of Philadelphians decided otherwise when they 


became concerned about the deterioration of a city neighborhood. The 
result, the organization of the Powelton Village Development Association. 


Its purpose: To improve run-down 
property while performing all the 
functions of a responsible real es- 
tate firm. For when a slum begins 
to spread, when Negroes and other 
racial groups move into what has 
previously been considered a “re- 
spectable” residential area, certain 
types of real estate operators try 
to capitalize on the panic that is 
created by these conditions. (There 
are fast profits in the sale and re- 
sale of properties of stricken home- 
owners who want to get away before 
“the influx of niggers, dagos and 
Puerto Ricans ruins everything.”) 


The Powelton Village Associa- 
tion, originally financed on a shoe- 
string by a Quaker-led group, has 
been able to pyramid their original 
investment of $20,000 into a sub- 
stantial corporation that has super- 
vised the purchase of more than 40 
properties totaling $471,000 — with 
$217,000 put into converting these 
buildings into respectable homes for 
city dwellers. When this group buys 
a multiple-occupancy building that 
has been cut up into a beehive of 
tiny crowded apartments, the first 
step is usually to reduce the number 
of units. For instance, a ramshackle 
three-story building that housed ten 
families and a noisy tavern is now 
occupied by five families (two Negro 
and three white) and is one of the 
best-looking houses in the district. 


Yes indeed, the Powelton Village 
Development Association promotes 
interracial housing, for how else 
could they successfully meet the 
need in the crowded tenements in 
the average American city? For 
this is the first problem that must 
be faced in slum rehabilitation—and 
solved in a manner worthy of our 
American heritage. 


Another organization, Powelton 





Neighbors, is a non-profit com- 
munity group which takes on var- 
ious civic responsibilities and ac- 
tivities. Hardly four years old, Pow- 
elton Neighbors has a membership 
of almost 300 householders with 
22 active committees that cover 
everything from recreation to tree 
planting. They recently won a $1500 
first prize in a state-wide commu- 
nity development contest sponsored 
by the Chamber of Commerce. 


Powelton Neighbors sponsors a 
cooperative nursery school, an an- 
nual neighborhood clean-up cam- 
paign, an annual Village Fair, a folk 
dancing program, a boys’ science 
club, ball teams and _ children’s 
choirs. 


Any community that is plagued 
with encroaching tenements can 
learn from the example of the Pow- 
elton Village Development Assn. 
and the Powelton Neighbors pro- 
gram. A small sum can grow into 
a large capital stock and scores of 
buildings can be transformed by 
expert improvement. With skilled 
direction, much of the work can 
be done by home-owners or by 
week-end workcampers. The whole 
city’s character and reputation can 
be transformed. A group of com- 
mitted people from one church or 
several churches could start such 
an effort in any city. For further 
information, write to Powelton Vil- 
lage Development Assn., 3601 Pow- 
elton Ave., Philadelphia 4, Pa. 


A GOODWILL MISSION, led by Dr. Jerome 
Davis (leaving N. Y. June 14, returning Aug. 
9) will visit Italy, England, East and West 
Germany, Poland, Russia, Rumania, Jugoslav- 
ia, Czechoslovakia and France — with confer- 
ences with top governmental leaders and 
peace groups. The total cost of the trip is 
$1595. Open to a limited number. Write Jer- 
ome Davis, 489 Ocean Ave., West Haven, Conn. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HERE IS SOLID GROUND FOR HOPE in the respect paid by the 

whole world towards the United Nations. Despite its weaknesses and 
failures, and the manner in which it has been undermined by the great 
powers, 80 per cent of the American people feel that the UN has done a 
good to fair job. (57 per cent good, 23 per cent fair, only 9 per cent say 
poor, 11 per cent didn’t know.) The same percentages of approval gen- 
erally prevail throughout the free world, according to a Gallup poll sur- 
vey. (N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Feb. 9.) 

No figures are available for the Communist nations, but the Rus- 
sians make a great effort to be well represented in the international body, 
even when they engage in scurrilous attacks on its leadership. And the 
Russian people always show an intense interest in the UN, according to 
Western observers in Moscow. This, plus the continued Communist drive 
to get Red China seated in the UN, indicates that the people of the Com- 
munist world would vote as favorably or even more so. 

The true inner victory of this record is in the world’s increasing 
recognition of moral force — which is the only power the UN really has. 
This points the way to higher ground in our competition with international 
Marxism and leads us away from the inevitability and utter futility of 
hydrogen war. 


THE FANATICS AND THE PEOPLE—IN RUSSIA 


HE hundreds of millions of common people on both sides of the Iron 

Curtain do not hate each other. They only wish to be left in peace to 
struggle for a better life under the environment they have inherited. Yet 
they are being dragged ever closer to self-destruction by the fanatics who 
believe military power to be the chief answer to the world’s problems. To 
restrain this fanaticism becomes an immediate need, since military power 
today means the unleashing of lethal forces that can destroy a whole con- 
tinent in thirty minutes. This restraint can only be created by clarifying 
to the common people on both sides of the Iron Curtain the nature of this 
fanaticism, its methods and its aims. 


BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN this restraining influence is al- 
ready strong. Ironically it seems more vigorous than in the West. While 
most of our press ignores the news, there are many fresh reports about 
the anti-party and anti-Kremlin activity of Soviet intellectuals — the writ- 
ers, poets, painters and musicians whose influence often slaps the brakes 
on the party extremists. And bear in mind that the arts have always fore- 
cast the future by reflecting the gropings of a nation’s soul. 


A LEADING EXPERT ON SOVIET LITERATURE, Marc 
Slonim, author of Modern Russian Literature and The Epic of Russian 
Literature, describes how young Soviet writers are carrying on an under- 
ground traffic in forbidden manuscripts in defiance of the Kremlin’s liter- 
ary dogma that all Russian writing must reflect “socialist realism.” They 
are passing around writings they wouldn’t dare publish. They are feasting 
on smuggled books by such verboten Western writers as Kafka, Proust, 
Gide and Joyce. The resistance of the creative Russian mind is not just 
against the teachings of communism as related to the building of a class- 
less interracial state-directed economic society, explains the Russian-born 
Slonim. “They are against the cast-iron bureaucratic materialism of the 
party with its devotion to police power and violence as the means of creat- 
ing this society.” Consequently the shaft of opposition and restraint is 
driven deep into the heart of party life and is more effective in curbing 
the growth of the violent elements in Communist ranks than if it were an 
outside force committed to Western political and economic ideals. For 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


these disagreements are creating tensions and conflicts between the Kremlin 
and the people and, in some cases, even provoke open revolt. 


ORIS PASTERNAK has become a symbol of this struggle inside 

Russia. His story of the Russian revolution — as told in his famous 
novel Dr. Zhivago — revealed to the world how millions of Russians felt 
about the Bolshevik revolution. While Pasternak lived, the Kremlin didn’t 
dare touch him. He towered above the party. To exile him would have 
made him a hero, to shoot him would make him a martyr. Now that he 
is dead, the Kremlin is trying to twist the image of Pasternak to protect 
itself from the growing awareness that Pasternak spoke the truth. The 
Kremlin has arrested a woman and her daughter who were Pasternak’s 
closest collaborators in his writings. The woman —a poet in her own 
right — is Olga Ivinskaya who was the model for the heroine Lara in 
Dr. Zhivago and with her daughter assisted Pasternak in typing and edit- 
ing his many manuscripts. Both are charged with the misappropriation of 
Pasternak’s royalties and influencing his views and writings away from 
Communist principles. Specialists in Soviet affairs believe that the Krem- 
lin’s purpose is to place the guilt for Pasternak’s anti-party sentiments on 
Mme Ivinskaya so they might resurrect his image as a “great Soviet man 
of letters” who was politically seduced by his women friends. But since 
Pasternak in life was a force the party could not conquer, can they con- 
quer him in death? His image grows daily — especially in the mind of 
Russian youth. (For more details on the rebellion of intellectuals and youth 
resistance, see the Christian Science Monitor, Jan. 23; Washington D. C. 
Post, Jan. 4; N. Y. Times, Jan. 20.) 


THE REBELLION OF SOVIET YOUTH, one of the chief con- 
cerns of the Kremlin, is an outgrowth of the rebellion of the intellectuals. 
For the writers, poets and artists are the natural heroes of the more alert 
and gifted Russian youth. The leading British authority on Soviet affairs, 
Edward Crankshaw, recently discussed the dilemma facing the Kremlin 
in dealing with the party’s own Communist youth organization, the Kom- 
somol. (N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Jan. 24.) In the past only the faithful con- 
formist youth, who accepted the dogmas of the party, were permitted to 
join the Komsomol organization from which the party draws its adult 
membership. The indifferent and rebellious youth remained outside to 
scorn and kick up their heels, thus becoming the objects of vilification of 
the party press which labeled them hooligans and delinquents. But today 
it has been repeatedly established that the chosen leaders of the Komsomol 
are the ones who are guilty of unorthodox attitudes and acts against the 
Communist party. This rebellion appears in a wide variety of forms, from 
devotion to modern Western jazz and progressive music which is con- 
demned by the Kremlin... . to being married in a church or having babies 
baptized — all of which the party considers subversive. This is not to 
mention the instances of open rioting among students in several univer- 
sities where they have clashed with the authorities. (BTL, May 1, ’58; 
Oct. 1, 59; Reuters dispatch, Dec. 29, ’56; AP, Jan. 8, ’57.) 


HESE ERRANT YOUTHS comprise a small minority, as do the in- 

tellectuals. But the two groups combined constitute a highly articulate 
and influential minority which continually forces the party to modify its 
policy. For the Russian masses, out of their restlessness and discontent, 
have frequently been moved to open rebellion by the words and deeds of 
the artists, poets, playwrights, painters and musicians to whom the Russian 
people look for ideas, inspiration and hope, as well as entertainment, in 
a very monotonous and dull existence. Especially do these influences affect 
Kremlin policy in problems of war and peace, for the people suffered so 
terribly in World War II (during which 17 million Russians died) that any 
missile waving or war-like utterances are quickly branded as “Stalinism” 
by the intellectuals and students and the many who listen to their voices. 
So effectively have the intellectuals branded all harsh and warlike behav- 
ior as “Stalinism” that the liberal wing in the Kremlin now actually uses 
this label against the party extremists. 

Khrushchev himself has tried strengthening his position in the 
Kremlin by currying popular support along this line. He took the lead 
in the dethronement of Stalin as a national hero in his famous secret 
speech in 1955 when he condemned Stalin’s brutal record of tyranny be- 
fore party leaders. Thus a strong pressure for moderation and peace is 
working through the most important channels of Soviet society, temper- 
ing the war-makers and all who would use fear and violence to enlarge 
the Marxist tyranny and further their own interests. Can we say as much 
for our side? 


THE FANATICS AND THE PEOPLE—IN AMERICA 


N this side of the Iron Curtain, formidable forces promote fear and 
the instruments of violence in order to gain power and profit. They 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


A Poor Way to Go Forward 


EY: WHY KEEP SHoving 
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Food and Communism 


During the winter news from Russia focused on the Kremlin’s agon- 
izing reappraisal of Soviet agriculture. Heads rolled among the high party 
officials responsible for the collective farm system. Despite all the stren- 
uous efforts of past years to boost Soviet food production, the Russian 
population growth is still outstripping the production of proteins and fats, 





which have been woefully short in the Russian diet for so long. 


While Khrushchev has maneuv- 
ered inside the Kremlin to put the 
blame on others, it is Khrushchev 
himself who boasted during past 
years that he would transform Sov- 
iet agriculture. He posed and pos- 
tured as farm expert. The Russian 
people and Khrushchev’s enemies 
in the Kremlin therefore know that 
the Soviet farm failure is his failure. 
While he has saved himself by sac- 
rificing his subordinates, his en- 
emies in the party will now have a 
powerful lever to use against him. 


What has been happening on the 
Russian collectives is detailed in a 
published analysis of a 666-page 
statistical handbook on Russian 
farming since World War II. 


The continued vital role that pri- 
vate enterprise plays in Russian 
agriculture is shown by the data on 
production from private garden 
plots. (The collective farmers are 
permitted to devote their spare time 
to these gardens after completing 
their daily stint of required work 
on the collectives.) Last year these 
private farming activities accounted 
for 82 per cent of all Soviet egg 
production, almost 70 per cent of 
all potato output, almost half of 
all meat and egg production and 
about 45 per cent of all vegetables! 
According to these figures, the in- 
dividual farmer’s output of some 
important commodities has been in- 
creased in recent years despite de- 
termined efforts by the Kremlin to 
reduce the size of the private gar- 
dens and otherwise cut back private 
enterprise and agriculture. 


Most of the collective farms con- 
centrate on grain production, fruit 
and livestock, but extensive efforts 
to produce poultry products, meat, 
cheese, etc., in the state collective 


farms have not been very successful, 
hence private production on small 
plots remains the major source of 
such foods. 


In the battle of food production, 
the farm workers have continued 
their stubborn resistance to the col- 
lective ownership of land. They 
silently insist that food production 
cannot be brought up to meet the 
needs of the growing Russian popu- 
lation until the right of ownership 
is once more re-established among 
the people in the land. This battle 
has continued for 43 years. In Po- 
land, Hungary, Bulgaria and other 
satellite countries, collectivization 
has notably failed and only a small 
percentage of the land remains col- 
lectivized. In Russia the average 
collective farm is worked by 343 
families and has, on the average, 
13,000 acres — figures that reveal 
the inefficient use of manpower as 
one of their basic problems. 


Red China Youth 


Some insight into the life of Red 
China, especially youth attitudes 
and the propaganda pressures that 
are used to keep the youth in line, 
is revealed in translations reaching 
this country from a magazine di- 
rected to Chinese Communist youth. 
Questions are raised about the long 
hours of hard labor and the inten- 
sity of the revolutionary economic 
drive in which they must participate. 
Many young people are apparently 
complaining of the heavy work pro- 
grams, the lack of leisure and the 
lack of opportunity for family life 
and cultural studies. 


“Our intensive drive for increas- 
ed industrial and agricultural pro- 
duction is a fight against time and 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


have unlimited funds to spend, and they use perverted forms of patriot- 
ism to serve their own ends. The theme of their propaganda is that war 
with Russia is inevitable, and their first aim is to get the American pub- 
lic to accept this suicidal thesis. A few of these fronts, some of which we 
have mentioned previously, are: the Air Force Assn. which represents 
the multi-billion dollar aviation industry; the Electronics Industries Assn. 
which has 340 member-manufacturers of missiles, submarines, radar, etc.; 
the Aerospace Industries Assn. which speaks for 90 big companies in the 
rocket field; the National Security Assn. which represents over 500 cor- 
porations holding defense contracts. (N. Y. Times, Jan. 22.) 


IN ADDITION, there are such establishments as the Rand Cor- 
poration, the National Planning Assn. and the Institute of Defense An- 
alysis which are usually labeled as “impartial scientific research organi- 
zations.” In reality, these are subsidized by the arms manufacturers — 
or, as with the Rand Corporation, by the U. S. Air Force or other U. S. 
military establishments. Rand is called the Air Force “think factory” in 
military circles. Scientists of various levels at these institutions concen- 
trate on research problems concerned with tactics, logistics and other 
matters pertaining to modern warfare. These organizations release re- 
ports, analyses, even books, that urge, in a supposedly scientific manner, 
that we must build bigger and more costly missiles, increase the Polaris 
nuclear submarine program, create more Atlas, Minutemen, Nike-Zeus 
and Bomarc missiles — all of which are being produced with gratifying 
profits by the sponsors of these organizations! (Among these current doc- 
uments that may be found in your public library are The National Peril 
by NPA; On Thermonuclear War by Rand.) 


HESE DOCUMENTS IGNORE all the findings of the most respon- 

sible Western observers in Russia that offer hope or reflect a promise 
ot peace, that would create an atmosphere helpful to successful negotia- 
tion. These pseudo-scientific groups deliberately discarded such recent 
records as were summarized by James Reston in the N. Y. Times under 
the head, The Kremlin’s Overtures to Peace; by W. J. Stringer in the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor under the title The Soviet Indicates a Desire to Avoid 
War. All such records are brushed aside by the propagandists for the war- 
makers. To suggest that the Soviets may want peace is to be labeled a 
dupe of Moscow by these professional military propagandists. To charge 
that the Pentagon and its industrial associates are engaged in making 
foreign policy for their own advantage is practically to be accused of sub- 
version. Yet it was our highest ranking military hero, President Eisen- 
hower, who voiced this fear as a major point in his farewell address on 
retiring from the Presidency. He warned against the power of the military- 
industrial complex which stands a-straddle our national life. Is it subver- 
sive to dig out the facts behind the President’s warning? 


If the military and the armament industries confined their efforts 
to the tasks assigned to them, there would be no grounds for this serious 
indictment. But when they use their immense resources to pervert the 
truth, poison the public mind and distort official policy towards the cre- 
ation of conditions that makes an atomic holocaust inevitable, it is they 
who are subverting our national security. 


The price of profit and power for the few (60 million American 
dead and 100 years of suffering and poverty) is not a vision of national 
security. And that is what atomic war will bring in the judgment of nearly 
all top rank nuclear physicists. (See Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Jan. 
’58.) The informed citizen serves his country well who protests these dis- 
torted pronouncements wherever they appear. And don’t be cowed when 
you are told they are based on “secret intelligence,” for few more em- 
barrassing records of failure can be found than that of “military intelli- 
gence.” Thousands of Americans have died because of such failures at 
Pearl Harbor, Salerno, the Battle of the Bulge and Yalu River. 


THE RAND CORPORATION, and these other agencies repre- 
senting the military-industrial complex, are not scientific in their approach, 
for science is impartial. If not impartial, it is fraudulent. In the Rand Cor- 
poration book On Thermonuclear War, a scientist of minor rank, who 
devotes his gifts to military studies, excoriates the world’s greatest physi- 
cists for upholding “idealistic views” that call for the end of war at all 
costs to save the human race from destruction. The Rand research begs 
Americans to look calmly on the loss of 60 million dead and the destruc- 
tion of our industrial civilization for 100 years as the cost of freedom! 
But who would be free and what would freedom mean during that 100 
years of pain and poverty? (He calls for vast expenditures for atomic 
shelters to reduce the casualties to 20 million, but he offers no suggestion 
on how to keep that total from mounting much higher from radiation 
death which, geneticists warn, shelters cannot prevent.) 

(continued first col, NEXT page) 


Red China Youth 


against the imperialists,” is the re- 
ply the youth are given. “The 
American imperialists are still oc- 
cupying Taiwan, surrounding China 
with military bases and intensifying 
war preparations. If we should lose 
our vigilance and do not strengthen 
ourselves against this aggression, it 
would be a criminal act, not only 
against our people but also against 
those martyrs who have sacrificed 
themselves in resisting imperialism 
in the past.” 

The magazine has reported that 
China’s constructive build-up was 
closely connected with the hope of 
freedom and prosperity among all 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. “If we can build a 
strong industrialized nation in any 
short period of time, with modern- 
ized national defense, then we will 
be able to strengthen the hopes of 
all people. If we can do it, then they 
can see how we do it.” 

And here the Red propaganda 
does touch a most vital point in the 
expansion of Marxist influence. Un- 
fortunately the Voice of America 
and other Western propaganda agen- 
cies have done very little in answer- 
ing these challenges. The tardiness 
of the capitalist West, in bringing 
long overdue reforms to such places 
as the Congo, Algeria and Cuba, 
gives this Chinese Red propaganda 
terrible reality to millions who are 
still living in impoverished areas. 


Hitler On TV 


The lack of knowledge about the 
Hitler regime among the German 
youth of today is being countered 
by a series of 26 television programs 
in West Germany called The Third 
Reich. These are aimed primarily 
at telling young Germans the truth 
about the Nazi era. The 50-minute 
broadcasts will include many doc- 
umentary films that record the worst 
of the Nazi days, the methods the 
Nazis used to attain power and how 
they forced their insane philosophies 
and tyrannical control upon the 
people. By reaching into millions of 
German homes, these TV films will 
provide straight answers about Naz- 
ism to young people who have never 
gotten the facts from their parents 
or from the schools. So far the Ger- 
man press has been sympathetic. 
Leading newspapers in West Berlin 
and elsewhere encourage German 
families to watch this unusual TV 
series. Its importance is heightened 
by the threatened revival of tradi- 
tional German militarism as the 
U. S. rearms West Germany. 


(cont.) 





Changing Your Address? 

let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
. . » before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between The 








Lines, Circulation Dept., Newtown, Pa. 





The Teens & Cigarettes 


The American Cancer Association 
will soon begin a nationwide cam- 
paign to persuade teenagers to avoid 
cigarette smoking. Working through 
the schools and through such youth 
groups as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
and others, the Society hopes to 
influence a large proportion of the 
nation’s young people by empha- 
sizing the relationship which smok- 
ing has to heart disease, lung cancer 
and other ailments. 

The program involves educational 
programs, literature and _ posters 
aimed at combatting the type of 
advertisements that are now being 
used by the tobacco manufacturers 
to entice the teenager to take up 
smoking. For instance, a poster- 
chart bears this legend, “What are 
your chances of getting lung can- 
cer? It depends upon how much 
and how long you have smoked. 
Half a pack of cigarettes a day? 
Your risk goes up eight times. A 
pack or more a day? Your chances 
of lung cancer goes up 20 times.” 

Schools in many parts of the 
country are cooperating. Lectures 
are to be given by science teachers 
with the aid of film strips. Kits 
with literature and scientific charts 
on smoking are prepared for distri- 
bution to teachers, school adminis- 
trators and parents. 

Although the relationship of 
smoking to lung cancer has been 
challenged by the tobacco manu- 
facturers and by some of their sub- 
sidized investigators, a nationwide 
survey of the attitude of American 
doctors reveals that two out of three 
doctors think that smoking definitely 
has a relationship to lung cancer, 
respiratory and heart diseases. One- 
third say they routinely advise all 
their patients to stop smoking! An- 
other 58 per cent advise against 
smoking by patients with respiratory 
ailments, heart or blood circulation 
troubles, weight loss, gastro-intes- 
tinal trouble. Only two out of five 
doctors now moke regularly, 29 per 
cent saying they used to smoke but 
have stopped in the last few years. 
One in three has stopped smoking 
since the recent evidence of the 
association of cigarette smoking to 
lung cancer was established. 

The cigarette manufacturers have 
been able to keep up their sales 
increases because of the large growth 
in the population and especially by 
their appeal to the very large new 
population of teenagers (the gen- 
eration of war babies). Social scien- 
tists believe that in another decade 
there will be very notable decreases 
in the use of cigarettes—as the 
influence of medical opinion spreads 
and as anti-cigarette education is 
reflected in school circles. 

Cigarettes may also simply “go 
out of style’—like snuff, which was 
once very fashionable in highest 
social circles. 





X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


THE CONVICTION of this Newsletter is that we are debasing 
our capitalism and our free Christian society by this neurotic, suicidal 
mania that does not recognize those great forces in life that reside out- 
side the realm of brute force. We plead for faith and courage — in the 
light of the evidences that God is working through the life of Russia, 
through deeper recesses of the Russian mind, for the eventual defeat of 
Marxism on its home ground. We believe that a rational defense system 
augmented by an aggressive program of reconstruction and goodwill 
throughout the world would stop the Communist expansion dead in its 
tracks. And such a program would be implemented with what we waste in 
the ineffectual planning and corruption that seeps everywhere throughout 
our military spending. This kind of program has succeeded wherever we 
have sincerely tried it — in Puerto Rico, for example, by contrast to Cuba; 
in postwar Europe, with the Marshall plan, by contrast to the costly and 
creaking military “bastions” we have buili ir. Korea, Formosa, Laos, Thai- 
land, Turkey and elsewhere. 


THE BIG HOAX 


HE enormity of the cost of these distortions to the American taxpayer 

is, we submit, about the biggest gyp in history. From 1950 to 1958, 
the military arms industry propagandists, aided by those commentators in 
press and radio who serve the alarmists, shouted that Russia had great 
fleets of bombers ready at any moment to launch an attack on this country. 
Remember the sky watchers with their mock-ups of these Soviet plane de- 
signs? This hysterical chorus of fear-mongers drove the U. S. to spend bil- 
lions on the fleets of B-36 and B-47 bombers, along with other aircraft, 
which now stand rotting on our air bases. Many of these planes never lifted 
their wings after being commissioned. We built about 2400 of them just 
before the missile age broke upon us. Yet British and Canadian observers 
in Russia uncovered the fact that at no time did Russia have more than 
160 bombers capable of an effective attack on the U. S. (Hanson Baldwin 
reported in the N. Y. Times News Service, May 6, ’59, that the U. S. had 
spent the ridiculous sum of $160 million in defense against each Soviet 
bomber!) 


THIS AMAZING STORY BROKE when U. S. military intelli- 
gence had to cough up the fact that the Soviet had never built the great 
bombing fleets the American people had been led to believe — because 
the Russians were concentrating on missiles. And thus, the so-called mis- 
sile gap was born. For five years, the military alarmists, spurred by the 
electronic missile industry, have whooped it up about the missile gap. It 
became one of the themes of the Kennedy campaign as he raked the GOP 
front lines, and thus he secured the backing of the multibillion dollar 
arms industry. 

But once elected, this cool young man ordered an impartial re- 
examination of all data in our possession about Soviet missiles versus our 
missiles and came up with evidence of another gigantic hoax. During the 
past five years there has been no missile gap! The unpublished information 
indicates that the Russians have led in creating long-range rockets of as- 
tounding weight and blast-off power, thus achieving leadership in moon 
satellites, long-range missile weapons of large and ponderous caliber, etc. 
The U. S. has meanwhile concentrated on more accuracy and deadly 
precision in smaller packages with less spectacular and weighty rocketry. 
So the Russians are not menacingly breathing down our missile gap. 


As this information comes to light and President Kennedy quiets 
down the clamor for more and bigger weapons, is he deliberately man- 
euvering to curb the fanaticism we describe above to create a better at- 
mosphere for the rapprochement to Moscow? He has mountains of evi- 
dence that the Russians do not want war, that the Kremlin wishes very 
much to concentrate its resources on an economic drive to win the world 
away from us by programs of peace-time production. For the Red tyrants 
hope this will turn the hungry and frightened world their way. 


If it proves to be true that we face an economic rather than a mil- 
itary challenge, have we not faith enough in our American system to accept 
this kind of competition? Would this not be the moment to set aside our 
political attachments at home and give hearty and prayerful support to 
American leaders at the controls in this struggle? 


HOW IT’S DONE 
EMEMBER the screaming headlines a few weeks ago about the Reds 
pouring down through Laos to take Southeast Asia from us? Re- 
member the breathy commentators who had you expecting the end of the 
world before breakfast, as Laos fell? Every community in America was 
treated to this barrage. But during subsequent weeks, did your press and 
radio carry the following dispatches? 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


On Jan. 13, the Washington Post and a few other responsible 
papers carried a report by Keyes Beech from Vientiane which was later 
picked up by the AP and other news wires. Beech reported that the Laos 
Government had been caught in so many misstatements of fact and out- 
right fabrications that no responsible newsman any longer believes what 
it says....that when the information minister announced, the day prev- 
iously, that the Russian and Red Vietnamese troops were entering Laos 
in battalion strength, some newsmen burst out in uncontrollable laugh- 
ter. Beech stated that not one shred of evidence has been offered to sub- 
stantiate the earlier reports of Red invasion that were played up over the 
Western world. 

On Jan. 6, top U. S. military analysts, Hanson Baldwin and Gen. 
T. R. Phillips, discussed in press dispatches a survey of the strategic im- 
portance of Laos which revealed that most leading military tacticians 
privately consider Laos of small strategic importance. It is an area of al- 
most impenetrable terrain; the Reds could not successfully pour through 
it into the rest of Southeast Asia as the alarmists had warned, and the 
mountain jungles and impassable rivers would make it a death trap for 
U. S. military transport. 

On Dec. 27, Jan. 3 and 7, leading news services quoted Sen. Mans- 
field, the new Senate majority leader, who pointedly challenged the judg- 
ment and accuracy of the Pentagon thesis that Laos is a strategic point 
to save the free world. 

On Jan. 14, various wire services reported an interview which 
Western newsmen had with the supposed pro-Red Laos military figure, 
Capt. Kong Le, who has caused much of the turmoil in Laos. His regi- 
ments, armed with U. S. weapons, took off from Vientiane and began to 
oppose the U. S. puppet Laos Government and the U.S.-directed armies 
of Gen. Phoumi Nosavan. In the interview Kong Le maintained that he 
did not want Chinese or other Communist troops in Laos and would fight 
them if they tried to take over, just as he would fight to keep the U. S. 
puppet armies from running his home land. He asked that Laos be re- 
turned to the supervision of the former Indian-Canadian-Polish truce 
commission so Laos could be neutral and free of either Red or U. S. 
domination. 


Did your paper print these dispatches — after featuring the scare 
headlines? If not, you should ask why not. They were available to all. 


GENTLENESS — THE MARK OF STRENGTH 


ITTLE is being said about it but one of the most encouraging moves 

by the youthful Kennedy Administration has been to curtail the brash 
over-energetic actions of U. S. military intelligence services in their recon- 
naissance movements around the Soviet frontiers. You will remember that 
Kennedy drew GOP fire last summer by saying he would have apologized 
for the U-2 spy plane incident, just as de Gaulle promptly ordered a 
French apology for the recent attack by a French jet on a Russian plane 
carrying the Soviet President Bruzhnev. 

FOR YEARS RUSSIA WAS WEAK, did not have enough air 
and sea strength to guard her vast periphery. U. S. reconnaissance planes 
sported across the corners of Soviet territory and even over Russia’s heart- 
land with impunity. When Moscow protested we grinned in defiance. When 
the Russians occasionally brought down one of our planes near or over 
their frontier, we raised angry protests. In the meantime, if the Soviets had 
committed similar acts near our borders, we would have raged about acts 
of war. 


This Newsletter has warned repeatedly in past years of the chang- 
ing Soviet capacity to stop our overt actions, has pointed to the evidences 
that inferiority inflicted on a people usually results in a superiority com- 
plex — such as was recently witnessed in Khrushchev’s behavior. Kennedy 
has now ordered our fire-snorters in and out of uniform to tone down their 
ill-mannered bellicose references to the Soviet in public utterances; he has 
also curbed the provocative actions of the U. S. military establishments. 
Will he be able to curb the super-secret activities of such agencies as the 
CIA? Even Eisenhower didn’t know what they were doing! 

The extremists are preparing to attack President Kennedy as an 
appeaser — although the Kremlin tyrants have markedly toned down 
their utterances... . although we have outranked them considerably in 
official bellicosity. Will Kennedy win sufficient popular support for his 
policies? We believe he will if the people know the truth. Your voice and 
your letters can help. The ancient Chinese taught that gentleness was the 
mark of extraordinary strength. Can’t we rise to the level of the ancient 

Can’t we 
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really practice Christianity? 





